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1
CYLINDRICAL AAA ALKALINE DRY
BATTERY

RELATED APPLICATIONS

This application is the U.S. National Phase under 35 U.S.C.
§371 of International Application No. PCT/JP2009/001158,
filed on Mar. 16, 2009, which in turn claims the benefit of
Japanese Application No. 2008-186923, filed on Jul. 18,
2008, the disclosures of which Applications are incorporated
by reference herein.

TECHNICAL FIELD

The invention relates to cylindrical alkaline dry batteries of
size AAA according to ANSI standards (LRO3 according to
IEC standards or JIS standards).

BACKGROUND ART

Alkaline dry batteries have been widely used as the power
source for daily necessities, toys, hobby goods, game
machines, and electronic devices such as portable music play-
ers. At present, size D to N and prismatic (9V) alkaline dry
batteries are manufactured and on sale. However, when bat-
teries are installed in electronic devices, they may be installed
incorrectly with the positive terminal and the negative termi-
nal reversed (hereinafter referred to as simply “installed
reversely”).

As methods for preventing such reverse installation,
attempts to improve battery structure have been made. For
example, with respect to the end face of a cylindrical battery
having a negative terminal, there has been proposed a struc-
ture in which the negative terminal is surrounded with a
protrusion (Patent Document 1). Also, it has been proposed to
provide insulating resin protrusions on the surface of a nega-
tive terminal (Patent Document 2). According to the methods
described in Patent Documents 1 and 2, when a plurality of
batteries are connected in series, it is possible to prevent the
negative terminals of the batteries from being connected mis-
takenly.

It has also been proposed to improve device structure so
that even if a battery is installed reversely, the terminals of the
battery do not come into contact with the terminals of the
device (Non-Patent Document 1).

Patent Document 1: Japanese Laid-Open Patent Publication

No. Hei 9-147831
Patent Document 2: Japanese Laid-Open Patent Publication

No. Hei 9-161762
Non-Patent Document 1: “A Guidebook for Safety Design of

Battery Compartment and Terminals of Battery Operated

Devices” (second edition)”, P. 7-12, edited and published

by Battery Association of Japan (incorporated body)

DISCLOSURE OF THE INVENTION
Problem To be Solved by the Invention

In the case of large alkaline dry batteries such as sizes D
and C, both batteries and devices can be adapted to prevent
reverse installation (Non-Patent Document 1). However, in
the case of small alkaline dry batteries such as sizes AA,
AAA, and N, it is difficult to employ the methods of Patent
Documents 1 and 2, since the contact with a device terminal
may become poor.

Among them, AAA alkaline dry batteries, in particular, are
most likely to be installed reversely due to their size and

20

25

40

45

55

65

2

shape. Since AAA alkaline dry batteries are the thinnest in
shape, their polarity marks on the exterior are relatively small.
Their terminal shape is also small. It is thus difficult to iden-
tify the polarities of the terminals by intuition.

Also, AAA alkaline dry batteries are widely used as the
main power source for the remote controls for AV equipment,
air conditioners, lighting equipment, etc. In each household,
about 10 or more remote controls are used, and there is a high
chance of replacing AAA alkaline dry batteries. It is therefore
very important to prevent AAA alkaline dry batteries from
being installed reversely.

In order to solve the above-described conventional prob-
lem, an object of the invention is to provide a cylindrical AAA
alkaline dry battery that is unlikely to be installed reversely by
improving the shape of the positive and negative terminals
such that the polarities of the terminals can be identified in an
easy and reliable manner.

Means for Solving the Problem

The invention is directed to a cylindrical AAA alkaline dry
battery including: a positive terminal protruding from one end
face of the alkaline dry battery; a negative terminal protruding
from the other end face; and an external label covering the
alkaline dry battery. It is characterized in that the diameter Dp
(mm) and protruding height Hp (mm) of the positive terminal
and the diameter Dn (mm) and protruding height Hn (mm) of
the negative terminal satisfy the relation (1):

2.5Dn-Dps4.1

the relation (2):
0.8<Hp-Hns1.1

(1), and

@).

Preferably, the external label is colored with CMYK col-
ors, and the tone value of the K color in the CMYXK colors is
higher by 30% or more at an end portion of the external label
on the negative terminal side than at an end portion of the
external label on the positive terminal side.

The end portion of the external label on the negative ter-
minal side is preferably colored black.

The end portion of the external label on the positive termi-
nal side is preferably colored gold, silver, or copper.

The external label preferably has gradation between the
end portion on the positive terminal side and the end portion
on the negative terminal side.

Effect of the Invention

According to the invention, since positive and negative
terminals have significantly different shapes, the polarities of
the terminals can be identified in an easy and reliable manner.
It is therefore possible to provide a cylindrical AAA alkaline
dry battery that is unlikely to be installed reversely.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a partially sectional front view of a cylindrical
AAA alkaline dry battery in one embodiment of the present
invention;

FIG. 2 is a schematic longitudinal sectional view of an
example of an external label 8 in FIG. 1;

FIG. 3 is a schematic front view of a cylindrical AAA
alkaline dry battery having a large difference in height
between the positive and negative terminals and a large dif-
ference in diameter between the positive and negative termi-
nals;

FIG. 4 is a schematic front view of a cylindrical AAA
alkaline dry battery having a small difference in height
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between the positive and negative terminals and a small dif-
ference in diameter between the positive and negative termi-
nals; and

FIG. 5 is a plot of (Dn-Dp) and (Hp-Hn) for the batteries
of Examples 1 to 4 of the invention and the battery of Com-
parative Example 1.

BEST MODE FOR CARRYING OUT THE
INVENTION

The invention relates to a cylindrical AAA alkaline dry
battery including: a positive terminal protruding from one end
face of the alkaline dry battery; a negative terminal protruding
from the other end face; and an external label covering the
alkaline dry battery. The invention is characterized in that the
diameter Dp (mm) and protruding height Hp (mm) of the
positive terminal and the diameter Dn (mm) and protruding
height Hn (mm) of the negative terminal satisty the relation

(:
2.5sDn-Dp=4.1
the relation (2):

(1), and

0.8<Hp-Hns1.1 Q).

By setting (Dn-Dp) to 2.5 mm or more and (Hp-Hn) to 0.8
mm or more, the difference in the shape of the positive and
negative terminals becomes evident. It is therefore possible to
identify the polarities of the terminals in an easy and reliable
manner, and suppress the occurrence of reverse installation of
the AAA alkaline dry battery.

More specifically, the positive terminal comprises a sub-
stantially cylindrical protrusion formed on the bottom of the
cylindrical battery case. The negative terminal comprises a
substantially cylindrical protrusion formed on the seal plate
covering the opening of the battery case.

As used herein, the protruding height Hp of the positive
terminal refers to the length of the positive terminal protrud-
ing in the axial direction of the battery from the end face of the
cylindrical battery on the positive electrode side (the end face
of'the battery case or external label, whichever is higher). The
protruding height Hn of the negative terminal as used herein
refers to the length of the negative terminal protruding in the
axial direction of the battery from the end face of the cylin-
drical battery on the negative electrode side (the end face of
the battery case or external label, whichever is higher and
which is crimped around the negative terminal).

That is, it refers to the length of the portion protruding in
the axial direction of the battery from the end face of the
cylindrical battery when the battery is seen from the side.

As used herein, the diameter Dp of the positive terminal
refers to the diameter of the cross-section of the side face
portion of the positive terminal perpendicular to the axial
direction of the battery (hereinafter referred to as simply “the
diameter of the side face portion™). In the case of a positive
terminal that is formed by the drawing process for producing
a battery case, when the border between the end face portion
and the side face portion is rounded, the end face portion
(circular flat portion) of the positive terminal has a smaller
diameter than the side face portion. In this case, the diameter
of'the side face portion of the positive terminal is used as the
diameter Dp of the positive terminal.

As used herein, the diameter Dn of the negative terminal
refers to the diameter of the cross-section of the side face
portion of the negative terminal perpendicular to the axial
direction of the battery (hereinafter referred to as simply “the
diameter of the side face portion™). When the border between
the end face portion and the side face portion of a negative
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terminal is rounded, the end face portion (circular flat portion)
of the negative terminal has a smaller diameter than the side
face portion. In this case, the diameter of the side face portion
of the negative terminal is used as the diameter Dn of the
negative terminal.

The diameter Dp and protruding height Hp of the positive
terminal and the diameter Dn and protruding height Hn of the
negative terminal can be measured using, for example, a
projector equipped with a precision X-Y stage (e.g., profile
projector V-12B available from Nikon Corporation).

The diameter and height of the body of the cylindrical
battery in the invention can be those of the AAA battery
defined in JIS standards.

Hereinafter, a description and a comparison are made of a
battery 20 in FIG. 3 and a battery 30 in FIG. 4, which are
different in the diameter and protruding height of the positive
and negative terminals. The battery 20 in FIG. 3 has a positive
terminal 21 and a negative terminal 22 which have a large
difference in protruding height and diameter therebetween.
The battery 30 in FIG. 4 has a positive terminal 31 and a
negative terminal 32 which have a small difference in pro-
truding height and diameter therebetween.

The battery 20 of FIG. 3 has a larger difference in the
protruding height and diameter of the positive and negative
terminals than the battery 30 of FIG. 4, exhibiting a signifi-
cant difference in the shape of the two terminals. In this way,
by providing a significant difference in diameter and protrud-
ing height between the positive terminal and the negative
terminal, the positive terminal and the negative terminal can
be readily identified visually.

In order to reduce the contact resistance with a device
terminal and permit stable current flow, it is necessary to set
the diameter Dp of the positive terminal to 2.4 mm or more.
Also, the seal plate with the negative terminal needs to have a
brim portion (crimped portion) around the negative terminal.
In order to ensure sufficient sealing reliability by crimping, it
is necessary to set the diameter Dn of the negative terminal to
6.5 mm or less. Therefore, (Dn-Dp) is 4.1 (=6.5-2.4) mm or
less.

Interms of'the ease of press forming, the diameter Dp of the
positive terminal is preferably large. However, in terms of
increasing the visibility of the positive terminal, the diameter
Dp of the positive terminal is preferably 3.5 mm or less. In
terms of ensuring stable contact with a device terminal and
increasing the visibility of the negative terminal, the diameter
Dn of the negative terminal is preferably 4.9 mm or more.

Interms of increasing the visibility of the positive terminal,
the protruding height Hp of the positive terminal is preferably
high. However, in order to secure sufficient internal volume of
the battery case for housing power generating elements, it is
necessary to set the protruding height Hp of the positive
terminal to 1.2 mm or less. In order to reduce variation in the
fitting of the external label to the battery case and ensure
battery reliability, it is necessary to set the protruding height
Hn of the negative terminal to 0.1 mm or more. Therefore,
(Hp-Hn) is 1.1 (=1.2-0.1) mm or less.

In order to ensure prevention of poor contact with a device
terminal and secure battery reliability, the protruding height
Hp of the positive terminal is preferably 0.9 mm or more. In
terms of increasing the visibility of the negative terminal, the
protruding height Hn of the negative terminal is preferably
0.3 mm or less.

Referring to FIG. 1, anembodiment of the cylindrical AAA
alkaline dry battery of the invention is described. FIG. 1 is a
partially sectional front view ofa AAA alkaline dry battery 10
in an embodiment of the invention.
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The cylindrical alkaline dry battery 10 (AAA-size) has a
positive terminal 1q in the central part of the upper end face
and a negative terminal 7« in the central part of the lower end
face. The outer surface of the battery (the portion other than
the two terminals) is covered with an external label 8. More
specifically, the external label 8 of the battery covers the
whole side face of the battery and the circumferential portions
of the upper and lower end faces. The positive terminal 1a
comprises a substantially cylindrical protrusion provided on
the bottom of a cylindrical battery case 1 serving as the
positive electrode current collector. The negative terminal 7a
comprises a substantially cylindrical protrusion provided in
the central part of a hat-like seal plate 7 covering the opening
of the battery case 1.

A hollow cylindrical positive electrode 2 closely adheres to
the inner face of the battery case 1. Inside the hollow of the
positive electrode 2 is a negative electrode 3, with a cylindri-
cal separator 4 having a bottom therebetween. The positive
electrode 2 comprises, for example, a mixture of a positive
electrode active material, a conductive agent such as graphite
powder, and an alkaline electrolyte. The positive electrode
active material comprises manganese dioxide, nickel oxyhy-
droxide, or a mixture thereof. The negative electrode 3 com-
prises, for example, a mixture of a negative electrode active
material, a gelling agent such as sodium polyacrylate, and an
alkaline electrolyte. The negative electrode active material
comprises, for example, a zinc powder or zinc alloy powder.
The separator is made of, for example, non-woven fabric
composed mainly of polyvinyl alcohol fiber and rayon fiber.
The alkaline electrolyte is an aqueous solution of potassium
hydroxide.

The opening of the battery case 1 is fitted with a seal
assembly 9 composed of a nail-like negative electrode current
collector 6, the seal plate 7, and a resin gasket 5 which are
integrated. The head of the negative electrode current collec-
tor 6 is electrically connected to the seal plate 7. The body of
the negative electrode current collector 6 is inserted into the
negative electrode 3. The gasket 5 is composed of a central
cylindrical portion, an outer peripheral cylindrical portion,
and a connecting portion connecting the central cylindrical
portion with the outer peripheral cylindrical portion. The
central cylindrical portion of the gasket 5 has a hole through
which the negative electrode current collector 6 is inserted.
The connecting portion of the gasket 5 has a thinned portion
that functions as a safety valve when the battery internal
pressure rises. The seal plate 7 has holes (not shown) through
which the gas inside the battery is released to outside when
the battery internal pressure rises. The open edge of the bat-
tery case 1 is crimped onto a circumferential portion (brim
portion) 76 of the seal plate 7, with the outer peripheral
cylindrical portion of the gasket 5 therebetween, to seal the
battery.

According to the invention, in the above-described battery,
the diameter Dp (mm) and protruding height Dn (mm) of the
positive terminal 1a and the diameter Dn (mm) and protrud-
ing height Hn (mm) of the negative terminal 7« satisfy the
following relations (1) and (2):

2.5Dn-Dps4.1 o)

0.8<Hp-Hns1.1 2
Hence, the difference in the shape of the positive and
negative terminals becomes evident. It is therefore possible to
identify the polarities of the terminals in an easy and reliable
manner and suppress the occurrence of reverse installation.
The protruding height Hp of the positive terminal 1a is the
length of the positive terminal la protruding in the axial
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direction ofthe battery from the upper end face ofthe external
label 8 fitted to the circumferential portion of the end face
(upper end face) of the battery on the positive electrode side.

The protruding height Hn of the negative terminal 7a is the
length of the negative terminal 7a protruding in the axial
direction of the battery from the lower end face of the external
label 8 fitted to the circumferential portion (crimped portion)
of'the end face (lower end face) of the battery on the negative
electrode side.

Asusedherein, the upper end face and lower end face of the
external label 8 refer to the upper end face and lower end face
of'the external label 8 wrapped around the battery case in the
area where both ends of the external label 8 along the axial
direction of the battery do not overlap each other.

The diameter Dp of the positive terminal 14 is the diameter
of the side face portion of the positive terminal 1a. Between
the end face portion (circular flat portion) of the positive
terminal 1a and the side face portion thereof, a rounded bor-
der is formed by the drawing process for producing the bat-
tery case 1, and the rounded border is arc-shaped in a cross-
section of the positive terminal 1a along the axial direction of
the battery. The diameter Dp of the positive terminal 14 is the
diameter of the side face portion of the positive terminal 1a
when the battery is seen from the positive-electrode end face
side (upper end face side).

The diameter Dn of the negative terminal 7a is the diameter
of'the side face portion of the negative terminal 7a. Between
the end face portion (circular flat portion) of the negative
terminal 7a and the side face portion thereof, a rounded bor-
der is formed by the pressing process for producing the seal
plate 7, and the rounded border is arc-shaped in a cross-
section of the negative terminal 7a along the axial direction of
the battery. The diameter Dn of the negative terminal 7a is the
diameter of the side face portion of the negative terminal 7a
when the battery is seen from the negative-electrode end face
side (lower end face side).

The battery case 1 with the positive terminal 1a can be
produced from, for example, a nickel-plated steel plate with a
thickness of 0.2 to 0.5 mm, according to known methods
(Drawing and Ironing) as described in Japanese Laid-Open
Patent Publication No. Sho 60-180058 and Japanese Laid-
Open Patent Publication No. Hei 11-144690.

The seal plate 7 with the negative terminal 7a can be
produced, for example, by press forming a nickel-plated steel
plate ortin-plated steel plate with a thickness 0f 0.2 to 0.5 mm
into predetermined dimensions and shape. Also, between the
end face portion and the side face portion of the negative
terminal 7a, a border portion may be formed by a drawing
process which has a curvature radius of 0.2 to 0.5 mm in a
cross-section of the negative terminal 7a along the axial direc-
tion of the battery. By applying the drawing process to make
the curvature radius small (to make the border portion sharp),
the flatness of the end face portion can be emphasized. It is
thus possible to identify the terminal polarity in a more reli-
able manner.

FIG. 2 is a schematic longitudinal sectional view of an
example of the external label 8. As illustrated in FIG. 2, the
external label 8 is composed of a substrate layer 11 compris-
ing a heat-shrinkable resin film, a deposited metal layer 12
formed on one side of the substrate layer 11, an adhesive layer
13 covering the deposited metal layer 12, a printed layer 14
formed on the other side of the substrate layer 11, and a
protective layer 15 covering the printed layer 14. However,
the external label used in the alkaline dry battery of the
invention is not to be construed as being limited to this.
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The heat-shrinkable resin film is, for example, a film of
polyethylene, polyvinyl chloride, polystyrene, or polyethyl-
ene terephthalate (e.g., 0.01 to 0.2 mm in thickness).

The adhesive layer 13 of the external label 8 is bonded to
the outer surface of the battery case 1, so that the external
label 8 is fixed to the battery case 1. The adhesive layer 13 is
formed by applying an adhesive to the substrate layer 11. The
adhesive is, for example, a heat sensitive adhesive.

The deposited metal layer 12 is formed, for example, by
depositing a metal such as aluminum on the substrate layer 11
by a known method as described in Japanese Laid-Open
Patent Publication No. Hei 9-237614. This allows the appear-
ance of the external label 8 to have a metallic luster. When
forming the deposited metal layer 12, it is preferable to fur-
ther form an electrically insulating layer between the depos-
ited metal layer 12 and the adhesive layer 13. As the material
of the insulating layer, for example, a resin is used. When
using a heat sensitive adhesive as the adhesive, it is preferable
to use a resin having a higher softening point than the heat
sensitive adhesive.

The printed layer 14 is formed by printing colors, design,
characters, and the like on the substrate layer. The protective
layer 15 is formed by applying varnish and transparent lac-
quer onto the printed layer 14. Examples of the materials used
for the printed layer 14 are process ink composed of four
colors (CMYK colors) of cyan, magenta, yellow, and black,
and ultraviolet curable ink.

The printed layer 14 of the external label 8 is colored with
CMYK colors, and the tone value of the K color ((K value) in
the CMYK colors is preferably higher at the end portion of the
external label 8 on the negative terminal 7a side than at the
end portion of the external label 8 on the positive terminal 1a
side by 30% or more, and more preferably 50% or more. By
providing the external label fitted to the side face of the
battery with color gradations along the axial direction of the
battery, it is possible to direct attention to the difference in the
polarities of the battery and suggest that the side with a
stronger color tone is the negative side. This permits more
reliable identification of the terminal polarities.

The end portion of the external label 8 on the negative
terminal 7a side is preferably colored black. The end portion
of the external label 8 on the positive terminal 1a side is
preferably colored gold, silver, or copper. This can suggest
that the metallic color side of gold, silver, or copper is the
positive side and the black side is the negative side, thereby
permitting more reliable identification of the terminal polari-
ties.

Asusedherein, the end portion of the external label 8 on the
positive terminal 1a side refers to the portion of the external
label 8 positioned at the circumferential portion of the upper
end face of the battery 10 and the area of the side face of the
battery 10 with a predetermined width (width X in FIG. 1)
from the end on the positive terminal 1a side. The end portion
of'the external label 8 on the negative terminal 74 side as used
herein refers to the portion of the external label 8 positioned
at the circumferential portion of the lower end face of the
battery 10 and the area of the side face of the battery 10 with
apredetermined width (width Y in FIG. 1) from the end on the
negative terminal 7a side. In terms of visibility, X and Y in
FIG. 1 are preferably about 5 mm or more, and more prefer-
ably about 10 mm or more.

It is preferable to provide the area of the external label 8
(the area with a width Z in FIG. 1) between the end portion on
the positive terminal 1a side and the end portion on the
negative terminal 7a side with gradations along the axial
direction of the battery 10. This can suggest the flow of
electricity to the user and direct his or her attention to the
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difference in the polarities of the battery, thereby permitting
more reliable identification of the terminal polarities. This
can also give the product an upscale image.

EXAMPLES

Examples of the invention are hereinafter described in
detail, but the invention is not to be construed as being limited
to these Examples.

Example 1

A AAA alkaline dry battery as illustrated in FIG. 1 above
was produced.

A plurality of positive electrode pellets 2 were inserted into
acylindrical battery case 1 with a bottom comprising a nickel-
plated steel plate with a graphite coating film formed on the
inner face thereof. They were then pressed inside the battery
case 1, so that they closely adhered to the inner face of the
battery case 1. The battery case 1 used was produced by
drawing and ironing a nickel-plated steel plate of 0.4 mm in
thickness into a can having a predetermined shape and dimen-
sions. The positive electrode 2 used was composed of a mix-
ture of a manganese dioxide powder, a graphite powder, and
analkaline electrolyte (weightratio 92.5:6.0:1.5). A separator
4 was disposed inside the positive electrode 2. A non-woven
fabric composed mainly of polyvinyl alcohol fiber and rayon
fiber was used as the separator 4. Thereafter, an alkaline
electrolyte was injected into the battery case 1. A potassium
hydroxide aqueous solution with a concentration of 35% by
weight was injected as the alkaline electrolyte.

A negative electrode 3 was charged into the separator 4.
The negative electrode 3 used was composed of a mixture of
a zinc powder, sodium polyacrylate, and an alkaline electro-
lyte (weight ratio 66:1:33).

The body of a negative electrode current collector 6 was
inserted through the through-hole in the central part of a
gasket 5. The head of the negative electrode current collector
6 was welded to a seal plate 7, to form a seal assembly 9. The
seal plate 7 used was produced by press forming a nickel-
plated steel plate (thickness 0.3 mm) to a predetermined
shape and dimensions. The opening of the battery case 1 was
sealed with the seal assembly 9. At this time, the negative
electrode current collector 6 was inserted into the negative
electrode 3, and the open edge of the battery case 1 was
crimped onto a circumferential portion 75 of the seal plate 7
with the edge of the gasket 5 therebetween. Subsequently, the
outer surface of the battery case 1 was coated with an external
label 8 (thickness approximately 80 pum).

The external label 8 used was a laminate sheet composed
of: a substrate layer (thickness 50 um) comprising a polyeth-
ylene terephthalate film; a deposited aluminum layer (thick-
ness approximately 0.05 um) formed on one side of the sub-
strate layer; and an adhesive layer foamed on the deposited
aluminum layer (adhesive composed mainly of a copolymer
of'butyl acrylate and acrylic acid, thickness approximately 25
um). The other side of the external label 8 was white and blank
without printing. In this way, an alkaline dry battery was
produced.

In the above battery production, the diameter Dp of the
positive terminal 1a was set to 3.40 mm, and the protruding
height Hp was set to 1.10 mm. The diameter Dn of the nega-
tive terminal 7a was setto 5.90 mm, and the protruding height
Hn was set to 0.30 mm. That is, (Dn-Dp)=2.50 mm, and
(Hp-Hn)=0.80 mm.

Example 2

The diameter Dp of the positive terminal 1a was set to 3.40
mm, and the protruding height Hp was set to 1.20 mm. The
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diameter Dn of the negative terminal 7a was set to 5.90 mm,
and the protruding height Hn was set to 0.15 mm. That is,
(Dn-Dp)=2.50 mm, and (Hp-Hn)=1.05 mm.

Except for the above, a battery was produced in the same
manner as in Example 1.

Example 3

The diameter Dp of the positive terminal 1a was set to 3.30
mm, and the protruding height Hp was set to 1.10 mm. The
diameter Dn of the negative terminal 7a was set to 6.35 mm,
and the protruding height Hn was set to 0.30 mm. That is,
(Dn-Dp)=3.05 mm, and (Hp-Hn)=0.80 mm.

Except for the above, a battery was produced in the same
manner as in Example 1.

Example 4

The diameter Dp of the positive terminal 1a was set to 3.40
mm, and the protruding height Hp was set to 1.15 mm. The
diameter Dn of the negative terminal 7a was set to 6.20 mm,
and the protruding height Hn was set to 0.20 mm. That is,
(Dn-Dp)=2.80 mm, and (Hp-Hn)=0.95 mm.

Except for the above, a battery was produced in the same
manner as in Example 1.

Comparative Example 1

The diameter Dp of the positive terminal 1a was set to 3.70
mm, and the protruding height Hp was set to 1.20 mm. The
diameter Dn of the negative terminal 7a was set to 5.90 mm,
and the protruding height Hn was set to 0.50 mm. That is,
(Dn-Dp)=2.20 mm, and (Hp-Hn)=0.70 mm.

Except for the above, a battery was produced in the same
manner as in Example 1.

Comparative Examples 2 to 5

Four-brand commercial products of AAA alkaline dry bat-
teries (A to D), 10 of each brand, were obtained. The outer
diameter Dp and height Hp of their positive terminals and the
outer diameter Dn and height Hn of their negative terminals
were measured with a projector, to calculate the (Dn-Dp) and
(Hp-Hn) values of these commercial products. The (Dn-Dp)
and (Hp-Hn) values were obtained as the average value of the
ten batteries.

FIG. 5 is a plot of (Dn-Dp) and (Hp-Hn) values for
Examples 1 to 4 and Comparative Examples 1 to 5. FIG. 5§
shows that the batteries of Examples 1 to 4 satisfy the condi-
tion: (Dn-Dp)=2.5 to 4.1 and (Hp-Hn)=0.8 to 1.1, whereas
Comparative Example 1 does not satisfy this condition. Italso
shows that the commercial products A to D of Comparative
Examples 2 to 5 do not satisty the condition, either.
[Evaluation 1]

Using the AAA alkaline dry batteries of Examples 1 to 4
and Comparative Example 1, the following evaluation (bat-
tery installation test) was conducted. A remote control for an
air conditioner using two AAA alkaline dry batteries and an
electronic dictionary using two AAA alkaline dry batteries
were used as devices into which batteries were to be installed.
A monitoring test was conducted in which 97 people aged
from 9 to 71 were asked to install the batteries of Examples 1
to 4 and Comparative Example 1 into the above-mentioned
devices. The ratio of the number of times of reverse installa-
tion to the number of times of installation into the devices
(hereinafter “reverse installation rate”) was obtained. Specifi-
cally, the reverse installation rate was determined according
to the following formula.
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Reverse installation rate (%)=(the number of people
who installed the batteries reversely into the
remote control+the number of people who
installed the batteries reversely into the electronic
dictionary)/(97x2)x100

As a result, the batteries of Comparative Example 1 had a
reverse installation rate of 3.6%, whereas the batteries of
Examples 1 to 4 had a reverse installation rate of 0%. Next,
the evaluation of terminal visibility by the color of the exter-
nal label is described.

Example 5

An external label which was the same as that of Example 1
was used. A black ink was applied onto the substrate layer of
the external label at the portion to be positioned at the cir-
cumferential portion of the end face of the battery on the
negative electrode side and the area of the side face of the
battery with a width of 10 mm from the end on the negative
terminal side (the area witha widthY of 10 mm in FIG. 1). TK
Hy-Unity Neo Soy available from TOYO INK MFG. CO.,
LTD. was used as the black ink. The CM YK values of this ink
were: C value=0%; M value=0%; Y value=0%; and K
value=100%. In this way, a printed layer (thickness approxi-
mately 2 um) was formed on the substrate layer.

Varnish was applied onto the printed layer to form a pro-
tective layer (thickness approximately 2 pum).

Except for the above, a battery was produced in the same
manner as in Example 4.

Example 6

An external label which was the same as that of Example 1
was used. A blue ink was applied onto the substrate layer of
the external label at the portion to be positioned at the cir-
cumferential portion of the end face of the battery on the
negative electrode side and the area of the side face of the
battery with a width of 10 mm from the end on the negative
terminal side (the area with a width Y of 10 mm in FIG. 1). A
gold ink was applied onto the other portions of the external
label than the portion to which the blue ink was applied.

The blue ink used was a mixture of black, yellow, and cyan
inks. TK Hy-Unity Neo Soy available from TOYO INK MFG.
CO., LTD. was used as the black, yellow, and cyan inks. The
CMYK values of the blue ink were: C value=100%; M
value=80%:;Y value=0%; and K value=30%.

The gold ink used was prepared by mixing a yellow ink
with a transparent medium. TK Hy-Unity Neo Soy available
from TOYO INK MFG. CO., LTD. was used as the yellow
ink. The CMYK values of the gold ink were: C value=86%; M
value=0%; Y value=0%; and K value=0%. That is, in the
external label, the difference in the tone value of K between
the end portion on the positive terminal side and the end
portion on the negative terminal side was made 30%. In this
way, a printed layer (thickness approximately 2 um) was
formed on the substrate layer.

Varnish was applied onto the printed layer to form a pro-
tective layer (thickness approximately 2 pum).

Except for the above, a battery was produced in the same
manner as in Example 4.

[Evaluation 2]

The batteries of Examples 4 to 6 were evaluated as follows.

A monitoring test was conducted on 267 people aged from
7 to 84, using four devices: a remote control for an air con-
ditioner; an electronic dictionary; a portable game machine;
and a penlight, which used two AAA alkaline dry batteries.
The reverse installation rate was obtained according to the
following formula.
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Reverse installation rate (%)=(the number of people
who installed the batteries reversely into the
remote control+the number of people who
installed the batteries reversely into the electronic
dictionary+the number of people who installed
the batteries reversely into the game machine+the
number of people who installed the batteries
reversely into the penlight)/(267x4)x100

The batteries of Example 5 had a reverse installation rate of
0.19%, which was approximately %4 of the rate (0.84%) of the
batteries of Example 4. The batteries of Example 6 had a
reverse installation rate of 0.28%, which was V5 of the reverse
installation rate (0.84%) of the batteries of Example 4. That is,
it has been confirmed that the batteries of Examples 5 and 6
with the colored external labels permit more reliable identi-
fication of the terminal polarities than the batteries of
Example 4 with the non-colored external label, thereby
enabling more effective prevention of reverse installation.

INDUSTRIAL APPLICABILITY

The cylindrical AAA alkaline dry battery of the invention
with improved visibility of the terminal polarities is unlikely
to cause reverse installation. Therefore, it is advantageously
used for various battery operated devices.

What is claimed is:

1. A cylindrical AAA alkaline dry battery comprising: a
positive terminal protruding from one end face of the alkaline
dry battery; a negative terminal protruding from the other end
face; and an external label covering the alkaline dry battery,

wherein the diameter Dp (mm) and protruding height Hp

(mm) of the positive terminal and the diameter Dn (mm)
and protruding height Hn (mm) of the negative terminal
satisfy the relation (1):

2.5=Dn-Dp=4.1 (1), and
the relation (2):
0.8<Hp-Hn=l.1 (2); and
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the diameter Dp of the positive terminal is 2.4 mm or more
and 3.5 mm or less, the diameter Dn of the negative
terminal is 4.9 mm or more and 6.5 mm or less, the
protruding height Hp of the positive terminal is 0.9 mm
ormore and 1.2 mm or less, and the protruding height Hn
of the negative terminal is 0.1 mm or more and 0.3 mm
or less.

2. The cylindrical AAA alkaline dry battery in accordance
with claim 1, wherein the external label is colored with
CMYK colors, and the tone value of the K color in the CMYK
colors is higher by 30% or more at an end portion of the
external label on the negative terminal side than at an end
portion of the external label on the positive terminal side.

3. The cylindrical AAA alkaline dry battery in accordance
with claim 2, wherein the end portion of the external label on
the negative terminal side is colored black.

4. The cylindrical AAA alkaline dry battery in accordance
with claim 2, wherein the end portion of the external label on
the positive terminal side is colored gold, silver, or copper.

5. The cylindrical AAA alkaline dry battery in accordance
with claim 2, wherein the external label has gradation
between the end portion on the positive terminal side and the
end portion on the negative terminal side.

6. The cylindrical AAA alkaline dry battery in accordance
with claim 3, wherein the external label has gradation
between the end portion on the positive terminal side and the
end portion on the negative terminal side.

7. The cylindrical AAA alkaline dry battery in accordance
with claim 4, wherein the external label has gradation
between the end portion on the positive terminal side and the
end portion on the negative terminal side.

8. The cylindrical AAA alkaline dry battery in accordance
with claim 1, wherein a border portion having a curvature
radius of 0.2 to 0.5 mm in a cross-section of the negative
terminal along an axial direction of the battery is formed
between an end face portion and a side face portion of the
negative terminal.



